Camp Brown Sep 16 1862
Dear Wife

Here I am in Camp sitting around the other boys are drilling I tried to drill but my ankle was so
laie that the Captain told me that I need not try to drill. We shall probably get our clothes today.

If you come down to camp you had better come Friday the talk is that we shall leave here for the
seat of war the last of this week or the first of next.

Yours Truly
G. W. Newcomb

Ell you did not put me up no towels if you come down fetch me down a couple. Be of good cheer
there news in camp that Stonewall Jackson’’s forces is captured.

G. W. Newcomb

Cour-ﬁ’s\/ o‘F:
A{cxaﬂ\oler 6 Lynn



‘Camp Brown Jamestown NY Sep 25 1862

Dear Wife

| thought | would pen a few lines to you and let you know how | am getting
along | am well & hearty and enjoy my self first rate The pay master is here
and is paying off the men to day | dont no as | shall get more than 25 Dollars to
day or not | will send some home to you by Charles Blair he is here to day.
Mead was here day before yesterday he did not stay but a few minutes

Well Ell keep a stiff upper lip be a good woman take good care of your
self and boy good bye

your husband G.W.N.

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)
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lteadquarlens (54ih ieg't N.jonk Volds,, (ol .A,(.Rice company
Hnlinglton Heighls Va ucl (862

Dean Wife

Hene [ am .in dixie on lhe old canp ground of Arlinglon lleighls
we neached herne Lasid niy‘u‘f alloul 8 o’clock |( M welt as could Le
expecled aflern s0 flong a journey Ue Ze./.l‘: /wulfown al Jive o’clock
Mlonday and reached (¢Zmira) the nexl monning We necieved our anms
and equiptmenl thera we lefl Clmirna af one o’clock in the aflen .
noon reached  ilitla Uonk Pa the nexl moaning al da.y. Zl{,/lf. Lallimore
al noon and .Zagad around on the side walhs until nine o’clock in the
evening and annived in waA/Liﬂ.g-ton aboul nine 0’clock the nexlt moxuu'ﬂg
and then manched 6 niles to our presenl quantens Welt ELL things Looka
Lite wan here there is some (00,000 men 2ed hene on aboul founr
mites square We ane in sighl of the Capilal the boys are wetld wilh
the exceplion of lwo they are in the Hospilal they were from (onawango

ey arne sich wilth the munps ( can hean the noaring o)l cannon towardas
Hlarnpens /e/uz.y wherne MNeCleflan anmy is slalioned Lul {ze/z/:.a_/ad il is
noiing lul shinmishing The news here is thal ]g# VDavis has made
proposals for peace bul how Ztrue il is ( do not know bul in all prob-
abilily the wan is neanr ils cnd fon [ donit think the nelels can sZaac
such a furce as the north are sending againsl them Evay Lrain of carns
ane Z2oadad down wilh troops Ballimone (,ilfy was ! thein was several
regimenls there wailing for transpontation Lo l'aA/ufngion. well 8¢ il
44 warm enough hene Lo day 2o %u wilhoul clolhes some of us Loys wenl
Lo wonrk and Luill us a Lough (?) oul of val brush so il is quile
comfonlable to lay around the nighls are quild cool wilh verry heavy,
dews (1 is a sad looking counly aloul herne the limbern all cul down and
the Zand is growing up 2o Ziﬂ.ua{ troops ane camped on evnt hill as fan
as ( can see [ hearnd [rom Fay Cooper yeslerdoy he is wilh Mc(lellan
al X ens Teany There witd in all prolalilily be a severe ballla
'oagﬁ}w.ii/lin Zen days thousands of men are Leaving for the upper
Polomar Lo day le ofautly will nol have a hand in il l‘}wugﬁ ( thint
oun neginent could do gouvd exiculion if we were only dribled E> the
use of arms for we are well armed wilh the OI/JLM /Li;llu My ankla
is quite lame 2o day owing Lo our maach yesienday (| wilt send tack
some poslage slamps fon Jjey ane good for nolthing here Well E£4 Le of
good cheer and at? wilt be wetld waila as soon ads you can direct Zo
gjaA/Lin_gf,on. Dl (5% neyg .Y S, V, Con Yy 7 L

Youn Husland G W,Neweomkh

m¥ v yptllen on e inside )fold.'
wrnite all the news to me and tell Kuth 2o waite ( will wrile again

in a ﬂew day.s grwc’.[isza
]



Camn Siwead
Va Dcd ((th (862

[ lill nevain din canp Seward Bel [ expecl Zo lave Lo nove
nornow fon we have received nanching ordens we probly
shatll co lo Fainfaix Counl Novse some fiflcen miles distanl

/.:/wm herne /e arne having sone nain here £o day and the wealhen
L4 coolen ( have had a” aun of Dysenlery for a few days and
have nol ¢ol oven it yel Docloa Rugg is here he has civen
e nedicine Thore was a good deal o;;, slin in camp since
(2 0 elock a nwmber of neyimenits havenarched fon Manyfland
[ 22 ae,::oaiar‘l that the relels have gone ino Pmn_dgteuania
as far ad C.an, .. Lung e shatlt probly co Inlo .Sc—lg&—l.d
Dibiaian Ko ia¥slotioned ol Lontetpilie [helt Steichlind
has Leen quile sich ful is gelling Leller now tha nesl of
the Daylfon ﬁOL{A ane well X 2 P
Those

,'zo/_siage. slawuns that ( waole Lo you thal ( would send home
Lo you | did not yul din the Petlen ( supposed thal ( had
,:.uidi/u_-m in unlil | scaleid the Pollern l/nile 2o me all the ncws
gb» l e 2

4 ‘///uu/z_ Nesband g.w.ﬁ’ewcomﬂ



Fairfax Court House Va Oct 21th 1862

Dear Wife

Well Ell | am yet in Fairfax and on the gain and fit for duty Well Ell how
do you get along you must take good care of your self and also your boy kiss
. him for me Well Dear Wife have no fears forme | shall. come out all right and
return home to enjoy its blessings once more but how soon | cannot tell  But if
our Rulers would let the Soldiers old and new decide this contest they would
settle it up without any more fighting We have quite a comfortable place to
sleep |went and got some hay and put in to our tent so we sleep warm and
cosy write as soon and often as you can | am anxous to hear from as often as

| can good bye

YoUr affectionate Husband G W Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Camp Jones, Va. Nov. 27, 1862

Dear Wife

| received a letter from you day or two ago and was glad to here from you
and to hear that you was well | am well now and doing duty again We are still
encamped near Fairfax and shall probly stay here some time yet We are
holding Thanksgiving here to day so we do not have anny duty to do to day We
cant have a roast Turkey or other delacaces still we have fared verry well We
made an Indian meal pudding and had a meal of pudding and Suggar It made
my mouth water for milk to eat with it - | have not been out on picket but twice |
was out night before last with several others of our Company as reserve guard to
the Gens Head Quarters It rained most of the time during the night we had
nothing to do but lay around the fire during the night We had no shelter to
protect us from the rain and we went back to camp in the morning quite dripping
with wet 1 had not done anny duty before in about four weeks Mr Chapman of
Versailes arrived here to day he intends to stay with us some time The Boys
are well as usal Hod and Badgero are writing home Philand sits by the fire
greasing his boots We had a Thanksgiving sermon to day from our Chaplain |
received a letter last night from Ed & Allice they wrote that they were well  The
wether is cold and raw here now We have to sit around the fire with our over
coats on to keep warm No more at present | will write again soon Write soon
as you can

Your affectionate Husband G. W. Newcomb

Tell Ruth that | will write to her soon

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



vamp Jones Va Dec 4 186¢

Dear Wife

I embrace this opnertunity to write you a few lines
I am well as usal We are still encamped near Fairfax
The wether is fine but the nights are verry cold Patrick
Jones our Colonel has got along and taken command I do
not like him as well as I do our Liet Colonel Loomis Well
old woman our box got along last niszht and we have lived
well to day Evry thing came through safe We had beef
steak soft bread Rutter Cheese Tea for breakfast For
dinner boiled beef bread Honey Cheese Butter and Tea The
Captain First Lieutenant took dinner with us The roads
are in fine order here dry and dusty The Checse you sent
is first rate I could not buy anny such cheese here
short of 30 cts per pound The Butter that was sent came
through in tip top order Those that eat it say that it
makes them think of old () Butter brings 40 cts per
pound here quick sale I stewed some cherries that Em sent
me they were tip top to night I am going to have an Indian
meal vpudding with that maple sugar on it that you sent me
Some of the boys have sent thier drefs coats home I sent
mine with the rest We sent the box to CHarles Blair vou
can tell mine by turning the sleeves wrong side out mine
is marked G.W.N on one of the sleeves I should have sent
you tnree or four hard tacks in the pockets if I had not
forgotten it

The health of our Regt is not very good out of one
thousand men there is not but 550 fit for duty I heard
from Emory Vosburg to day he is not expected to live he
is in Washington in the Hospital We have a good deal of
picket duty to do we have to g0 out 2 and 3 times a weeck
I was out on reserve picket night before last there was
some thirty from our Comp out we went to guard headquarters
had nothing to do but 1lay on the col ground with nothing
but the blue sky over us 1 have drawn me a India Rubber
blanket which is a nice thing these cold wet nights Had
Inman Badgero from our tent are out on picket to day I
shall have to fo out to morrow There is no danger on
picket here The boys seem to like to go out as they go
out in sguads and only have to stand six houres out of 24
We take out coffee and trade for hoe cakes meal The
way we make hoe cakes is to mix the meal with cold water
and fry them as you would slap jacks

Well E11 you must be of gool cheer and keep a stiff
upper lip for there fair prospects of a peace soon I do
not tnink we shall have anny fighting to do this winter
we are held as a reserve and thier is some talk that we
shall go to Georgetown to winter if we do we shall be in
good quarters Well it is most dress narade time and T
must close so good bye Dear wife Vour affectionate Husband

To Ellen Newcomb G.W Wewcomb

Caor-‘lteﬁy of Ml(:l'l)g[ W. Schoefer
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Camp Jones Va Dec 7 1862

Dear Wife

| received your letter dated the 30th this morning and was glad to hear
that you were well | am well with the exception of my cough that troubles me
some yet but | shall soon be all right We have had a severe snow storm here
the ground is covered with snow And the wether is piercing cold here to day It
froze very hard last night and to day the wind is blowing hard from the north west
Groups of soldiers are standing shivering around the camp fires Us boys in our
tent went to work yesterday and built a fire place and chimney in the Captains
tent and also in ours so we are quite comfortable to day compared with good
many others But still the cold wind pierces through our thin cotten tent Our
Colonel has reported our Regt not fit for duty and so we are going into winter
quarters then we shall make us a comfortable log hut We probly shall winter
some where near Fairfax We shall not have anny fighting to do before spring if
then | expect this damed war will be settled up by that time Some of our boys
have got to go out on picket to day they will have a cold time of it to stand out in
this cold wind without fire | have been verry lucky | have not been out on
picket but a verry little Our Regt has a good deal of picket duty to do We have
lived well for a few on the good things that our kind friends have sent us from
home Those berrys you sent me go first rate | had a good meal of pudding
sweetend with that maple sugar you sent me The health of our Regt is not verry
good out of one thousand strong when we left James town but 550 are left fit
for duty the rest are sent to help fill up the Hospitals Well Dear wife | will send
you some feathers from our bed as a keepsake from Dixie it is ceder brush
Well Dear wife my name is called for picket duty | did not expect to have to go
so | must wind up for this time keep of good cheer for | shall try and get home if
I can so good bye Dear Wife

Your affectionate husband G. W. Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)
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Camp Jones Va. Dec 9 1862
Dear Wife

[ received a letter from you this moming enclosed I found two dollars in money and six postage
stamps. I was glad to hear that you and the babe was well. I am quite well except a hard cold
which makes me feel rather hard today. [ was out on picket Sunday. It was very cold and caught
an addition to my cold which I had before. You wrote to me that you had a chance to sell my
cutter. [ meant6 to write to you about it on Sunday but [ was called out on picket if you have a
chance you can sell it for fifteen dollars you may let it go. Tell George Hubbard that he can have
that gun for seven dollars. We have got to march again we probably shall go about 20 miles from
here to a place called Brentsville. There is quite a number of men getting discharged out of our
Reg’’t today 4 out of our Company: Russell Dawley Myron Kirkland and Jacob Winney of
Perrysburg Merrick Price of Conewango. You spoke about sending me a vest [ would like one
first rate. Norman Allen is coming down here some time in the course of this month or first of
next. Maybe you can send me one by him if you make me one make it single breasted and so it
will button up to my neck. Well old woman, [ have not shaved since I left home and I suppose I
am a hard looking case. I will try and be home with you in course of the winter if possible. Well I
have not got time to write any more at present write as often as you can good bye wife I still
remain your affectionate husband

G. W. Newcomb

(Mark 'H Dunke/man c.s[/cc{'tbn>



Fredericksburg, Va. Dec. 21st 1862

Dear Wife

Again | will write you a few lines to let you know how | am getting along | am
better than | was when | wrote to you last We are still at Fredericksburg what is to be
the next move | cannot tell | do not think our forces will attack the enemy again in this
place for we got badly defeated here before  Our men were led where they were
slaughtered with out having anny chance to do the enemy much damage It is
estimated that we lost 15000 or 20000 men a good share of them were wounded
Our camp lays where the rebs could easy shell us out if they should take a notion
Charley Brown is here to day he looks tough and healthy he was in the fight Burt
Inman and Hart Blair was here yesterday | think | shall go over to the 64 this afternoon
there camp is about a mile from ours It is a fine looking around here the best | have
seen since | have been in Virginia The wether is clear and cold the ground is froze
hard and it makes a fellows back cold to sleep nights There is some talk in camp that
we shall go back to Fairfax again soon but think it is doubtful but us soldiers do not
know the moves are untill we are on the march We are in plain sight of enemy on the
other side of the river As for the prospects of whipping out the rebs that is played out
| do not think that will ever be done and that is the oppinion of all the old soldiers that |
have talked with |think the it was time our Government put a stop to this damnable
slaughter of men Well Ell you wrote to me to come home if possible if itis in my
power do so | shall | shall try as soon as | get my pay and would now if | had the
means to get home with | do not know whether it will be possible for me to get home
or not but if there is anny possible chance | shall improve it | assure you Well Ell |
want you to keep up good courage and be as contented as you can and trust for the
best You wrote to me that you would send me money to come with and not wait for
pay day If | had the money | should try hard to get away but you may do as you think
best about sending me some if you do send you had better get a check on some bank
but | want you to keep still and not let anny one know anny thing about it If you send
anny send 25 Dollars and if | cannot get away | can lend it to Philand for he is out of
money perhaps you can get the money of Charles Blair or N. M. Allen | think by
playing off | can get away but do not let anny one see this nor say annything about it
Good bye Dear Wife

Your affectionate husband G. W. Newcomb

Have no fears for me Dear wife for | never shall risk myself to be led up to be
butchered If you can send me the money do it as son as you can

Be careful and not let anny one read this

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Camp near Fredericksburg Va Dec. 22ond 1862

Dear Wife

| received a letter from you to day also one from Jane Sarah and Em | was
glad to hear that you were well My health is not verry good neither has it been since |
have been in Virginia Our Regt is out on drill | am in Philands tent writing Philand is
here writing to Jane he is not verry well he is troubled with a stiff neck We are both
excused from duty in fact | have not done but verry little duty since | have been in the
army | have not been out on regular picket duty but three times and on guard duty but
once Itis some warmer here to day with fair prospects of a storm you wanted to
know what had become of that quilt | took with me | have it with me yet | could not
keep house with out that It has helped keep Hod and myself warm many a cold night
| have received a number of papers from you and they come verry acceptable for |
cannot get hold of anny to read here except those that are sent from home | have
written letters to you as often as twice a week except on the march and will still
continue | wrote a letter to George Butler some weeks ago but have not had an
answer from it yet is he at Versailes yet or not | have not heard from Ruth since she
left Fathers Adgate Gregg and Ed Eals was over here to day and took dinner with us
We had Beef soup with a verry little Beef in it Coffee Hard tacks and Cheese Ad
Gregg did not know me he said | had grown old so fast Hod and Harve Inman have
gone over to the 44 with them | went over to the 64 yesterday and took dinner with
Riley Kiersteard we had boiled Beans and Pork Hard tacks for dinner It seemed as
though | had been to Leon a visiting All of the old soldiers are disheartened and tired
of this war and it is so with the new troops all are home sick and would be glad to get
home Another such a defeat as we had here | believe our men would throw down their
ams and go home | sent home my dress coat because | could not carry it on our
marches | have plenty of clothing and did not wear it much a good many threw away
thier dress coats and even over coats on our march Fairfax to this place the wether
was warm so we had to carry our over coats | did not throw away anny thing but an
old shirt | had some 50 or 60 pounds to carry on my back and the mud ankle deep
We were on the march 8 days so Dear wife you must not blame me for not receiving a
letter in that time for | had no chance to wite to you

Women are a scarce article in this country | have not seen but verry little calico
since | have been in Virginia without it was on some old wench Well Ell | must close
for it smokes so here in camp that my eyes are nearly smoked out of my head you
must write to me as often as you can | would like to have you send me some letter
paper for | cannot get here verry well | received those 7 stamps you sentme _____
____thistime | will write again in a day or two good bye Dear Wife

Your affectionate husband G. W. Newcomb

| do not know as you can read this or not as | was out of ink and had to use a
pencil

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)
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Camp near Falmouth Va Jan ISt 1863

Dear Wife

As to day is New Years I will try and pencil a few
lines to you to let you know how I am getting along and
what I am doing My health is good at present much better
than it has been since I have been in Virginia I do not
have much to do we drill part of the time have to do some
picket duty and stand guard some The wether is cold and
pleasant with raw winds We still remain in our old Camp
here we shall probly move again soon where we shall go I
cannot tell But still I hope we shall move from this
place for it is the meanest camp we have been in yet
Wwood 1s getting scarce around our camp We have cleared
off quite a large peice of ground for some old r=bbhel
since we have been here

There is a report in camp that the rebbels have cut
off some of our forces hetween here and Fairfax and taken
1500 of them prisoners and burned Fairfax station tore up
4 or 5 miles of the Railroad track how true it is I cannot
tell but I do not credit it Well Wife what are you doing
and how are you holding New Years Well it is a dull
lonesome day for me Most of Boys in our tent have gone
over to the 44 to day to visit the Boys in that Regt The
roads are dry and dusty here there has not been but one
snowstorm here yet this winter and but verry little rain
There is a gool deal of smugling going on in the army
Even our orderly scargent will gouge his Comvany out of
part of thier rations Philand appears to be better to day
he says his back is not so lame as it has been for some
time back I do not think there will be anny fighting soon
Jome t!ink that our army will go into Winter Quarters
somewhere in this section This Winter Campaigning tells
hard on our army good many are dieing off by sickness We
drew a ration of Whiskey this morning and some of the Boys
are feeling well I should Judge for I can hear some of
them quarraling in Camp There has been annother Death in
our Com»rany Philander Siekler of Perrysburg died in
Washington the 28 of Dec of the Thyphoid fever he was
sent to the Hospital while we were at Thouroughfare gaon
Our Company's the healthest one in the Regt there is no
one from it in the Hospital here I received a letter from
Ruth night before last she was then in Ellicottville going
to school Had got a letter from ( ? ) stating that Frank
Butcher was married to Fm Johnson well he has got a good
start in the world as far as family is concerned Well E11
I cannot think of much more to write I will write to wvou
again in a few days you must be of good theer and hope
for the best and I will come out all right yet It seems
that this present time is the darkest hour of our country
but the old adage is that the darkest hour is just before
day I hope to god it may prove so and this war soon come
to an end Well E11 be a good woman and take good care of
yourself kiss the boy for me Well T will close by wishing
you a Happy New Year good bye Youwr Husband

To Ellen Newcomb *.W Newcomb

Coor‘!’eb7f 0‘( M(ohae[ W. SChQ e(er



lellen [lo ( ‘ ]
Cam/z nean Falmoulh V.i/z.gjju'ﬂ ‘lan. 42h (863

Dean (JJ_/ 3

[ recieved youn lellenr Wo (&2 dasz on two ago and [ lake this
present opponlunily of wailing a faw Lines lo you ( am well and
gaifu'ng in heallh and 1‘.&<$/l e welther L4 warn and ,':.anéan_lf the roads
ara chg. and dusiy Evny Uu'ng L4 #auow/la. for moving an aamy excepl
compitonl officers Lo compand it The news is thal Nellellen ts acain
2o Zale command of the anmy of the Polomace Me will Lz Aailed wilk 4oy
Ly the . svldicrs and many nals wilt de thrown up on his arnival The
aplain anzived in camp yeslenday Lloking quile nefreshed afler Leing
neleived [rom the dulys o} camp Life fer a shord Line ( have gol the
vesl you senl ne il sils finsl rale and aiu.élf the .Uuln.g { wanled it
48 warn and nice [ found two dollars in money in one of the pockels
also a night cap which cones in play ( Lell you for [ have had lo use
the ropa of my sveacoal to le g head warm cold nights ( afso ,Zounzl

22 'K-){ ) A , 242 / ) g
some wax which will cone in play l)ell Dean W40. ( Zthan you #on youn
kindness and thoughdfulness for sending these things for they were
Just the things ( needed The dried peaches and besries have nol gol
along yel ful ane on the way The Ca{zz‘ain. coulbd nol %a&:ﬁ the whole of
things thal wene ¢ent Ly him and he senld them Ly oxpress when he gol
2o New Yonk Philand dues nol secem Lo gain much he has /Luigncd his
comnand and it las been <eni Lo Washdnglon Jor approval il will /moﬁéy
e accepled as ihe sungeon advised him to redign on lhae accounl of his
heatllh Ne will prnbiy fLe al home in a few days Jurn Regl has been muslencd
in forn pay again and [ have hopes | should gel my y before Philand
Leaves so [ can send il homne Lo you [ have ohe fon a:;'un!fougﬁ 2o
cone home the Colonel says he 43 w..i,!flin,g a he will gzlf(_gme/wld
Bushlec: and Stenwéen 1o sign ii Lul he did nol ‘tnow as Cen Sigel wou'd
on nol unfess [ el lhe Surgeon to slale lhal il would Lo fbest for my
hetath the Col thin:s ( had” beller wail awhile longen and if il comes
on flad welther he can gel we a furfouch wilhoul anay Lioubla He cays he
intends Lo arnrange mallers soon as lhat all of his men who hava fanilys
go hone that wiég Zo wn Junloughs so if il comes on fLod welher so thal
the Army cannol iove you may expect me home fLefore long ( do nol wanli
you Lo say anny lhing afoul il al home 2o anny one for some will fLe
wriling fLack aboul il (f you send the money iflai ( wrole fon [ will
save Ll for thal purpose (f should ¢el mi pay | should not need il
nol all of il al loasl Lol (| have atloled 8 dollars a monith of my pay
Zo you thal [ cannol use | will paolly gel 4 months which will amounl
2o 52 dollans 32 of which | w_i.l.i/lf‘cnd, 2o you and if il should nen
that [ could nol come home [ will send the nesl to you on.Z# whail ( thin’
[ shall need lleil L2 we gol some floun and hud sume cared t/ulgz.day
Jlourn cosls vs 4cls a pound we mixed them up wilh watﬁz which nade
some heavy Lul lhey wenl fi/t.élf rale wilth vs

youns affeclionale Lol Newcond

wnile as oflen as you can



number 2 Camp near Falmouth Va Jan 6th 1863

Dear Wife

| received your letter number 2 last night | was glad to hear that you
were well | also received one from Father of the same date Hod and | are over
to the 44 | am in Burt & Charleys tent writing the Boys are well | have not
seen Wal he has gone over to our Camp It is raining here to day We have
been to work for two days building a new house we have got a bully old tent 12
feet square with a nice fire place in it it is warm and Comfortable We have
raised our bed up from the ground The prospects are that we shall stay here for
some time Our Regt have laid out streets and riged up comfortable quarters
well Ell | have not anny news to write | will write to you again soon We have
had verry easy times since we have been here We have but little guard duty to
do The health of the Regt is gaining There has been three deaths in it since
we have been here The Boys from our Town are all well Well | will close for
my pen is so poor | cannot write

your affectionate Husband
G W Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Number 3 Camp near Falmouth Va Jan 10th 1863

Dear Wife

| received your letter number three night before last also a Buffalo
Express last night | am well and the rest of the boys are the same we have got
good comfortable quarters and enjoy ourselves verry well We have got a bully
good fire place in our tent We have plenty of room to sit arround the fire and
read tell stories and write to our friends at home There has nothing new
happened here of late what is to be the next move of the army | cannot tell but
my oppinion is we shall have to cross the Rhapahannock again but still we may
not at least | hope so for | fear there will be another slaughter of our men if they
undertake it The wether is pleasent here but cool it freezes hard through the

night

Chuaney Cooper was here yesterday and made me a short visit Marion
Farnsworth was here last night he has got his discharge and is going home
soon Philand does not seem to get anny better he does not know wether his
papers will be accepted yet or not but he expects it will be We probly will get
our pay soon | am in hopes | will get it so as to send it home to you by Philand
when he comes Well Ell there is not much news to write this time | felt the
best for the last two weeks than | have before since | left home Well Ell you
must keep up good spirits and not worry about me Well | must close for it is
time for drill so good bye

Your Husband G W Newcomb

Ell when you send me a paper send some black pepper in it you can it in
that way and it will not cost but one cent postage

/

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Letter Number 4 Camp near Falmouth Va Jan 12th 1863

Dear Wife

| received your letter No 4 yesterday And was glad to hear that you and
the rest of our folks were well | have not much news to write this morning But
still | like to pass away my leisure moments in writing to you |am well and in
good spirits this morning | am gaining in flesh fast | was weighed last night
my weight was 170 pounds without an over coat on 4 weeks ago | did not weigh
but 145 pounds so | think | am gaining fast what do you think It is warm and
pleasent here this morning | can sit in my tent and see the rebbels pass to and
fro on the other side of the River The woods have been cut away since we have
been here so we can look down on the City of Fredericksburg | should judge it
was about the size Fredonia There is a Balloon assension here evry day it
goes up about five hundred feet We do not have but verry little drilling or other
duty to do now We have to go out on picket once in two weeks we probly shall
have to go out to morrow Philand does not seem to get much better The rest
of the Boys are well we have had some rain here lately Emory Vosburg is not
expected to live so N M Allen says he went and see him while he was in
Washington he says that the Surgeon told him if his friends could have been
there and took him to a private house he would have got well Jerome Averel
has lost his right arm it mortified and he had to have it taken off above the
elbow Mr Allen arrived here last night | received the socks and paper also the
sugar and the articles all which was gratefully received Allen & Badgero have
gone over to the 44 to day | have not had much time to talk with him he will be
back to stay with us to night when | will probly have a chance to have a talk with
him about affairs in Dayton also about the business you wrote to me about
Harve Inman is quite wrathy because father says he will discharge him the 1st of
January his folks have wrote to him about it and about his refusing to get a pair
of shoes for some one in his family He blows here the same as he did at home
You need not say anny thing that | wrote about it for if his folks get hold of it they
will write to him about it We will probly stay here some time yet and may stay
through the winter as the whole army is fixing for winter quarters You need not
send me anny more paper or envelopes for we have got enough in our tent to
last us a year A M Delong sent us a number of quires Write soon

Your Husband G W Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



George W. Newcomb - Age 28 years. Enlisted August 30,
1862 at Dayton, N.Y. to serve three years; mustered in

in as Pnivate, CO. K, 154th N.Y. Inf. 3 September 25,
1862; captured in action, July 1,1863,

at Gettysburg, A?Z;
Pa.; died of disease, February 8 1864 at Belle Isle,
Richmond, va,

. -ﬂ’WM
rie a/m /mxa%m% ﬂw;ﬁg
/wq//' 20 & 2els
f;fjf% ﬁe’m % L Ma/’/zému
ﬁﬂ/m/lo//ufu[/lu;m étm o 1otV
| o maid Mo dég @mgﬂ?&m“);mr
' Ceride mauwwf
§ EW/W ey
! 4 Ay 2201
o) ._.f .,-,~,~f_,.'_,,.,, il o . /Dm 6%%1%4 j /%{6/[7/]
‘ s . | /é?&4j§jz;4o/e4227%;ké%&' tjuyl( fjiléz/%ézzani{
w0 C}OM/ ot 25
| 07 //2¢¢¢1 /¢£€4£Z/CCQ&LE/¢g;
% g WU; u/// /tg//w/b/?a /f/mar/m

ok %/M/M/ ﬂé’oy//u W/ /(zf W

N




Camp nean Richarnd’s Ford Va
Ja (9th (863

Dcanrn ile

[ nccicved your icdlen numben }ive Lasi nigﬁt and was glad 2o hean
wom pou and lo hean you wene well We have again moved camp we ane
up rhe rivea aloul & o (0 miles ﬂaoa oun old camp We ane cncamp
in a thict gaowlh of pine waods a shorl dislance Lack from the niven
6 [} M
my heallh is guod and arpilile also [ can eal whatl the goveanmeut
Junnidhes me and some Lo bool if ( had il We arnived hirne day before
yesterday tefl vun ofd cagy al noon and gol here aboul 4 o’clock |
was called ould on pictel the ﬂindi nigﬁi il was a cold clean nigﬁi
liy. posl was in a lhick pLece oi pine woods | Lallt/({.ou deaa'wiifﬂ. {
1 [ (] . 4 4
PR of pou and have a good manZ Limes duning 2 night fon ¢j
v : s 4 N . A
wa a dane dismal loncsore placa lhere is bul one Reg Xeae bosides
ouns the 27th ’a we have been oul Zo work 2o day culling oul the
nsad. lhe “ontion Laidges are close al hand and willd prokly fLe placed
acnoasd lhe alven i tounse of two oa three days (1 L8 Lthe inltenlion
of ourn fonces Lo trnoss hwre We werne send on hene Lo cul oul lhe noad
and Lo dv faliu e duly Uhler troops are axpeciad here every day thene
witl proliy Le a fichAl herne wilhin a few days | do nol know as we shaltr
have a hand in 2 nod as we are aciing as Pionecns al jmnesend lhe
welthen L8 clean and cotd and freezcs very harnd nighls (his is lhe cunce
place 2hal we weie ovl al lhe oiher day thal you wrolte Lo you aboul
in The {ellcn Lefone 2nis e hava gol a Aﬁanig Luild oul of pine
brush sinilan 1o Lioze 100 hove seen the indians have wea Lay oun
Jeel Lo the [fizc [t appi hat there i d deal \ -
o the [izre (L appeans lhal Lhere 48 a good deal of rarrying
; £ St 4 2 GORL L L L
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g9, Y .l " 5 | v : 3
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1 . . . .
aboul herne a 2.0 iens Life is aloul lhe zane iﬁ4ng oven and oven il
is manch and minterianch [ do nol cee nuch prospects vf this wan
clo¢ing Very soon (T 14 nuiﬁing Lul a danned niggern wan al the Leosl
a niccen hene Jacs Lellern than a common s5.fdien In vne cf oun
7‘/ ST y
manches a sick soldien wend up to the ﬁagﬂagc wagon and astbed the
dniven if. he covld carnny his knapsack no Lo’ said il was slrickly fon-
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Letter Number 9 Camp near Falmouth Va Feb 1st 1863

Dear Wife

As | have a few leisure moments | will spend them in writing a few lines to.you |
am well as usal and enjoy myself as well as could be expected under the
circumstances | am glad to hear that your health is good The wether has been verry
stormy of late It is raining here to day We had a severe snow storm here the snow
fell to the depth of 10 inches It snowed for 24 hours we got catched with our
breeches down Our Regt had to go out on picket soon after we got here from our trip
up the River So we did not have time to fix up a comfortable tent Badgero Hod Wash
Blair and myself went out in the woods and staid through the night we were wet to our
hides but we built up a good fire riged up a tent with our rubbers and dried our clothes
and passed the night quite comfortable Well Wife we have got us a good cabin now
and we dont care how much it storms We do not have but verry little picketing to do
and but little other duty Our Regt do no drilling to now for the reason we cant on the
account the mud is so deep we cant Well Ell | feel well now for our new Lieutenant
has just come in with a canteen of whiskey to wet his office And here comes our First
Lieutenant with another canteen so you see old woman we have got good officers in
our company our Lieu both are bully good fellows Well Wife | dont no but you may
think | am getting to much But you can see | can follow the line yet well you must
keep up good courage for | shall not get tight for this is our officers day if it is Sunday
but there is no Sunday in Virginia you now Well old woman when | get so | cant follow
the lines | will quit for this is the first time that we have had it in our tent since we have
been in the army It is stormy wether now and you must excuse me now for our officers
are in here now calling all the men in here to take some thing to drink Well Wife if
there is anny officers in our Regt that | like it is our [Note: Newcomb's handwriting has
become increasingly sloppy as the whiskey takes its effect. Here it resumes its former
neatness.] Lieutenants Monday moming Well the boys raised the old harry so last
night that | could not finish my letter so | will try and finish it this morming The Boys had
quite a time of it last night myself with the rest  But evry thing went straight Well Ell |
have made out to get two months pay | will send you a check of 16 Dollars in a day or
two Our Surgeon Dr Van Arman is going home and | will send it by him it will be safer
to do so than to send it by mail The wether is pleasent this morning but the prospects
are not verry favorable for it to remain so long But | dont care if it storms so that the
army cant move again in Six months There is not much news to write so | will close |
will write to you when | send the money and how | sent it You must write as often as
you can for | am always glad to hear from home | do not no as | shall be able to get a
furlough or not for certain but | shall try hard for it no more this time good bye

Your affectionate Husband

Geo. W. Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



[Undated letter, written circa February 9, 1863, from
camp near Stafford Court House, Virginia.]

Well Dear Wife as you like good long letters so | will try and write you one
You wanted to know why | did not write to Ruth | wrote a letter to her a short
time ago and directed it to Ellicottville but perhaps she has not received it |
have written two letters to George Butler and have not received anny answer
Well Ell we are encamped in the pleasents place we have been in yet dry sandy
ridge with plenty of nice straight pines to make our houses of It looks like a log
city here now our camp is laid out in streets and all of the Boys have built their
tents of logs which makes quite a queer looking town We have got us a good
tent 12 feet one way and 7 the other with a fire place in one end Wel you
wanted to what we had to cook our grub in we have a good spider and a small
kettel we have got a good large coffee pot to make our coffee in But Dear wife
it is not such coffee as you make to home Well for our breakfast we had fresh
Beef soft Bread with flour gravy and coffee We are about 8 miles from our old
camp at Falmouth on the road to Fairfax The health of our Regt is good at
present We have one woman with our Regt that has kept with the Regt in all of
its marches she is an Irish woman and has a Husband in the Regt The Boys
call her Biddy she does a good deal of washing for the Boys Well Wife | think
we will all be good Cooks by the time we get home and will not need anny
woman do our cooking for | can beat anny woman making soup out of grubby
hard tacks you can start We get hold of some hard tacks some times that are
so grubby that | can hear the bones crack while eating them | have lost another
one of my teeth the last double tooth on my under jaw so it is hard work for me to
eat thier damed hard tacks Philand Paid me the money | let him have and | got
three Dollars of him before he left | have paid out money for flour and meal and
other Provisions dried Apples because | could not eat hard tacks verry well |
will send you 18 Dollars in my next letter if | do not have a chance to send it to
you other ways Well Ell | want you to be calm and not worry about me be a
good woman take good care of your Boy and yourself EIll my thoughts are on
my family and | am in hopes that | can soon be with you If it was not for you and
babe | would be contented here But to be seperated so far from loved ones at
home without anny certainty of ever seeing them again is rather tough Well Ell |
must bring my letter to a close and help the Boys rig up our bunks you must
write as often as you can for | am anxious to hear from you My Mustouch is
getting so long that it in to my mouth We are all a hard looking set none of us
have shaved since we have been in the army Well no more this time so good
bye | still remain your affectionate Husband

G. W. Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



[On stationery illustrated with a cut of Gen. Wool.]

Letter Number' 10 Camp near Stafford Court House

Dear Wife

| thought | would write a few lines to you this morning There has been
quite a change in the wether since yesterday yesterday it was so warm one
would sweat sitting out doors in his shirt sleeves To day it is storming snow
and rain together We have got good comfortable quarters and | do not care
how much it storms Enclosed you will find a check of 16 Dollars and two Dollars
in money Yyou can do with it as you see fit | want you to finish paying Clark if it
has not been paid yet You done right in letting father have that you wrote about
but when you let army money go take a note for it if it is of anny amount | think |
can send you some more before long as there is a talk that we shall be paid off
again soon there is some over 3 months back yet Well Ell | have not much
news to write to day Our Regt has made a good hole in the woods here in
making our shantys It was as nice a piece of Pine timber as | ever saw It
would average from 4 inches to eighteen inches through and would make
hewing sticks 40 and 60 feet before coming to the limbs | think the old secesh
who owns this will growl some when he sees how we have used up his Timber
and rails There is nice Oak and Hickory just back of our camp which makes
good wood for us to burn  Well Ell we have got on a pot of Beans cooking for
dinner They make good Physics for the are old ones and they will go through
anny one as quick as a potion of salts Well | must wind up my letter so as to
get it into the mail for it leaves soon write as soon as you receive this and let
me know if it came through safe

Your affectionate Husband

George W. Newcomb

To Ellen Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Letter No 11 Camp near Stafford Court House Va Feb 15th 1863

Dear Wife

| received your letter No 10 last night also one from Em | have had one
letter before this from you since | last wrote to you and one from | M Rich | was
glad to hear from you and glad to hear that you and the Boy were enjoying good
health But was sorry to hear that you was feeling so uneasy about me for | am all
right and enjoy myself well if it was not for my family But to be separated so far
away from home and to know that you are feeling so uneasy about me makes
me feel sad and gloomy Well Ell you must keep up good courage for there is
some prospects of their being a settlement of our national difficulties soon It is
raining here this morning which will increase the mud which is verry abundant
There is not much going on here all military opperations are at a stand still and
is likely to be so untill the muddy season is over It seems like Aprilhere Blue
Birds are singing and the wether is quite warm Well there is some talk that Gen
Segils forces will go to North Carolina or Missouri which one of those places it
will be but | should prefer the latter But | am under Uncle sam now and | have
got to bide his decisions Well Wife the Box that was sent to us has not got
along yet but will in all probbility soon | did not get those Peaches and Berries
you sent me by the Captain for the reason that he has not got his valise yet
Well there is not much news to write about to day yesterday | done my washing
but did not get my clothes dry and it is raining to day and | cannot hang them out
doors so | have got them strung up on a line in our shanty | sent in the letter
before this 18 Dollars to you write and let me know wether you get it or not |
should think by what you write that you are having cold wether up in Cattaraugus
| hope it will not freeze out all the Patriotism out of those men who made such
fair promises for men to enlist but as soon as they got them fast will not do as
they agreed to do | did not say anny thing to Allen about the rest of my Town
Bounty when he was down here for | had but a verry little chance to talk with him
If they do not want to pay it as they agreed they can do the other thing | can
live without it as long as they can with it Well | will tell you what we had for
breakfast desecated Potatoes salt Pork soft Bread flour gravy and coffee but it is
not such coffee as you make and | hope Dear Wife the day is not far distant
when | can again enjoy that priveledge Well Ell | want you to keep up good
courage and be contented | will write again soon write often no more this
time so good bye

Your affectionate Husband

To Ell. Newcomb Geo. W. Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Camp Near Stafford Court House, Va. Feb 28 1863
Dear Wife

It is with pleasure that [ undertake to write you a few lines. I am well as usual and hope that you
are enjoying your usual degree of health. I never was healthier in my life then I have been for two
months back. When [ first came into Va. [ was rather hard up for some time but I have come out
all right. The weather is warm and muggy. There is no bottom to the mud. Well Ell I have not
had a letter from you in two weeks. [ have been looking for one every day but have been
disappointed thus far. I sent you a check and two dollars in money [ have not had a letter from
you since [ have been anxious to hear from you to know to know if you received it or not. Well ,
Dear Wife I have expected to get a chance to come home on a furlough this spring but I do not
know as I shall succeed but I have not give up all hopes yet [ would really like to come home and
see you and our child if possible. If it was not for you and the babe [ would be contented to stay
here and see it through but when I think of you it makes me feel sad and gloomy. We have very
easy times here we have not drilled any since we have been in camp here out street is decorated
with evergreen trees that we have stuck out which makes it look very nice. [ will send you a few
leaves from a tree it is called the Holly tree it is as splendid an evergreen tree as [ ever saw. Well
Ell [ have been disappointed in our Captain he is a perfect dead head. There is no fire in him he
sits around like a stout bottle. [ don’’t want you to say any thing about it for it may get back here
to the captain. Well Ell we have not got our box yet but we probably will soon for I understand
that all the express boxes for our Reg’’t are at the landing and we will get them soon. [ se that the
Conscription Bill has passed. How do the folks like it up there in Dayton. If the war continues
some of them will have to come down here for they will be needed before the Rebels are beaten.
Tell father that Harvey Inman wrote to Charles Blair to sue him. He got a letter from his wife a
day or two ago stating that Father owed her over fifty dollars that Charles had seen Lawyer
Sherman and he said that when it amounted to 50.00 he could collect and Harvey has wrote home
and told them to put the spots to him. Our Reg’’t has got to go out on Inspection to day and also
to be mustered. We probably will get our pay again soon we will get 4 months pay next time.
Well Dear Wife six months of our time has passed away towards our three years. [ presume it has
seemed like a long time to you but the time has flew away fast with me but still to think back to
the time that I left home it seems like a long time to me write as soon as you get this your
affectionate husband

G. W. Newcomb

Couf4eSY O‘F'-
Ale xander G- L.yym



Camp near Stafford Court House Va
Feb 18th 1863

Dear Wife

| wrote you a few lines to day not knowing that any one was going home
from our Regt and mailed it | made applications to go from this Company but
our orderly has got the chance | do not know as | shall get a chance but still |
have not give it up if there is anny chance | shall improve it | want you to send
me a neck hankerchief and a pocket hankerchief or two a fine comb and also a
coarse comb If George can fetch it | would like my hat but if he has got a load
you need not send it The Captain says if there is anny chance he will let me
come home if | cannot get a furlough this spring probly | will not be able to get
one at all | cannot think of anny thing else you can send me without you can get
your likeness and the babes and send them to me | would like it first rate if you
could get it taken and send it to me by George he can bring it to me safe

Your affectionate Husband
George W. Newcomb
P.S Get your likeness taken if possible and send also the babes

Yours G. W. Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Letter No 13 March 1st 1863
Camp near Stafford Court House Va

Dear Wife

| received a letter from you last night And was glad to hear from you and to hear
that you were enjoying good health my health is first rate The health of our Company
is good They are all able to do duty but one And that is Truman Shannon he is not
verry well but nothing serious he has been one of the toughest men in our Company
We have a good deal of stormy wether here now days It is raining to day Our Regt
has gone out on picket | was called out as supannumary but did not have to go | was
lucky for the ground is verry wet and mudy and | should had no chance to lay down to
rest in the 24 hours on the account of the wet picket duty is not verry bad when it is
good wether There is always something exciting about it And any one can get out
from Camp and get a snuff of fresh air Hod and | are left alone in our tent He has no
picket or guard duty to do he is Regeimental Pioneer We have got on a kettle of
Bones a cooking from some old Stag that had to be killed to Save its life But | think it
will make some soup by putting in some gruby hard tacks with it We slept with out our
pants and vest on last night for the first time for 4 months The nights are getting
warmer Well Ell Herbner is half crazy He says George Butler is intimate with his wife
he says he will show him one of those six eyed fellows when he gets home again He
has been to an old fortune teller here and he said his wife was intimate with a young
man And went on and described him and Herbner says it is George and he believes all
the fortune teller tells him Well woman the report is here that we are only nine months
men having enlisted under the Presidents last call for 300,000 men for nine months
But still | do not give much credit to it but good many think it is so and they cannot hold
us any longer Well | did not send them leaves in my other letter as | wrote to you as |
forgot to put them in untill | had sealed it up But | will send them in this if | do not
forgetit They have red Berries on it is as splendid an evergreen tree as | ever saw
Apples are quite plenty here now They bring ten Dollars a barrel Them and Oranges
sell for the same price 3 and 5 cts a piece Has Hurd been paid up yet | was owing
him a little when | came away He and Clark was all that | was owing anny thing |
would like to have them paid up as soon as you can conveintly | should judge that
Dayton was populating quite fast by what we hear from there | see in the Papers that
a Bill has passed Congress so that Soldiers can send letters free It will save me a
good deal or you rather for you have fumished me with nearly all the stamps | have
used Well my paper is about used up and | must close

Your Husband
G. W Newcomb

Well | have just been called on for Division guard at half past Eleven it is most
as bad as picket

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)
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Private Camp near Stafford Court House VVa March 16th 1863

Dear Wife

| have some more that | wanted to write to you so | will take an extra sheet
of paper as | do not want anny one else to see it | dont want Ed to have anny
thing to do with our Colts | would rather have them run untill another winter
without breaking them than to let him have anny thing to do with them has
father kept my hiefers on the place yet and how do they look What does father
say about paying me twelve Dollars a month Mrs Inman wrote to Harve in a
letter that he got last night that we might come home as he should not pay us
what he agreed to | want you to write to me and let me know what he says
about paying me what he agreed to Well Ell | got a few lines your letter from
Eliza Bump probly she has not forgot other days that are gone by and past
There is a young woman here that came here a few days ago she has got a
Husband in the Regt' She probly came down here to enjoy a hard tack f~k But
her Husband must be in better trim than most of the Boys or | fear she will suffer
for the want of f—k—g Well Ell | think you had not better work out this summer if
you can get along with out you can go to Mansfield and see your folks Well |
will bring this to a close so good bye Dear Wife

Your Husband G. W Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Private

Camp near Stafford Court House Va Mareh 16th 1863

Dear Wife

I have gome more that I wanted to write to you so
I will take an extra sheet of paper as 1 do not want
anny one else to see it I dont want Ed to have anny
thing to do with our Colts I would rather have them
run untill another winter without breaking them than
10 let him have anny thing to do with tanew has fathsr
kept my hiefers on the place yet and how do they look
What doeese father cay about paying me twelve Dollars a
month irs Inman wrote to Harve in a letter that he
got last night that we might come home as he should
not pay us what he agreedi.to I want you to write to
me and let me know what he says about paying me what
he agreed to Well £11 1 got a few lines your letter
from Eliza Bump probly she has not forgot other days
that are gone by and past There is a young woman
here that came here a few days ago ehe has got a
Husband in the LKegt She probly came down here to
énjoy a hard tack f--k But her Husband must be in
better trim than most of the Boys or I fear she will
suffer for the want of f--k--g Well E11 1 think you
had not better work out this summer if you can get
along with out you can go to Mansfield and see your
folks wWell I will boring this to a close so good bye

Dear Wife

Your Husbanid G.W Newcom



.Camp John Manley Va March 30th 1863

Dear Wife

Well | thought | would try and write a few lines to you this morning | am
in good spirits this morning And hope you are enjoying yourself as well as
possible Well Dear Wife | want you to keep calm and not worry about me But
keep up good spirits and all will be well Take good care of yourself and the Boy
God bless you | would like to see you both | am in hopes the day is not far
distant when | can enjoy that priviledge Well Ell if you can get Father to give
you a note for that money you had better do it | am in hopes that | can send you
some more in a few days Well | have not been troubled with the shits in a long
time but can shit a regular Cattaraugus evry time which esteem as quite a
privaledge Well Dear Wife put no confidence in what the city gossipers say
pay no attention to them | rather you would not work out for it will be to hard for
you You probly can get some sewing to do and | had rather you would do it
Well | must close and go and help get Dinner ready so good bye Dear Wife |

will write again soon

Your affectionate Husband
Geo W Newcomb

To Ellen Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Letter No 21 Camp John Manly near Stafford Court House Va
April 1st 1863

Dear Wife

It is with pleasure that | again undertake to write a few lines My health is as
good as usal We are still in camp here But expect to leave soon As we had orders this
moming to hold ourselves in readiness to march at a moments notice A good many
thought it was done to April fool us and it may tum out to be so It is reported that the
enemy have appeared in force within our lines if that is the case we probly will have to
march soon We had quite a snow storm yesterday To day itis cold and raw the
ground is white with snow The spring is verry backward here the trees have not
commenced to bud yet neither have | seen a green blade of grass even here in what is
called the sunny south But | have not seen much sunshine for the last six weeks Hod
is getting along first rate his foot does not pain him much We expect N M Allen here
some time during the week He wants to get our Regt and the 9th New York Cavalry to
pay off They had quite a time in the 29 New York Regt a few nights ago The Officers
called out the men at midnight and were going to drill them The men fixed their
Bayonets and charged on the Officers and drove them out of camp They were going
to drill them because they did not work better on the road the day before The 29ths
time is out the 5th of May they belong to our Brigade Well perhaps before you
receive this | shall be in some otherportion of Va what part | cannot tell But we
probly shall move towards Gordonsville about 50 miles from here It is situated on the
Rail Road North west of Richmond about 40 or 50 miles from the latter place Well |
will lay aside my letter until to night or to morrow moming as the mail has gone out and
| cannot send it to day April second Well our marching orders tumed out to be a sell
It was got up by some of the officers for an April fool Our Comp got quite a large mail
last night but they were nearly all April fool letters We got papers in camp yesterday
stating that Richmond was evacuated by the rebs but | cant see it Well it is quite warm
here this moming the frogs are singing merrily The wind is blowing strong from the
south with fair prospects of another storm There is not much news to day Evrything
remains quiet here The Boys are all feeling well and seem to enjoy themselves first
rate  We have been here in camp two months the longest we have staid in one camp
We have had easy times here lived well and are growing fat and lazy | should hardly
know how to go to work on a farm now | think | would have to get rid of some of my
hard tack fat before | could do much hard labor Well | must close keep up good
spirits Ell

Your Husband
G. W Newcomb

To Ellen newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Camp John Manly near Stafford Court House Va
April 4th 1863

Dear Wife

| received a letter from you to night and was glad to hear from you But was sorry
to hear that you were unwell my health is good as usal Well Hank Randall is going
home on a furlough in a day or two The order granting furloughs beingre___ed |am
writing this to send by him Itis ten O clock at night The Boys are all abed We are
having a hard snow storm here to night Our Regt is out on picket | have got to go out
to morrow and help cook some Beef for them That is the reason | am sitting up to
night to write to you You wanted to know how many we had to cook for well it is 58
quite a little family But we have easy times as | do not have anny other duty to do |
had a letter from John to night and a verry Patriotic one But as good place as | know
of for him to show it is to come down here There will probly be some drafting done
soon As there is to be a General muster of all the troops the tenth of this month So as
to find out the number of men in each Regt so as to fill up the deficency with drafted
men J W Badgero got his commision to night for second Lieut in Comp A | wrote to
you two or three days ago stating that we had orders to march we had such orders but
they were April fool orders We shall probly stay here some time yet It is reported that
our corps will be left here to hold this ground Well Ell you wanted to know if we were
nine months men | do not think we are  We are having a verry backward spring here
evry thing looks as dead as it did last Jan Gen Howard is commander of our corps
now Gen Sigil having resigned Well my tum comes next to go home on a furlough
after the orderly seargent gets back he is going now |If they do not shut down on the
furlos | shall come home | would like to have you send me ten Dollars by Hen Randall
for | may not get my pay by that time But if | should get it | could bring it back to you or
if | should get disapointed in getting a furlough | could send it to you | have not got
enough now to take me home You had better put it in an envelope and send it by him
Gen Hooker thinks it has a good effects on the army to grant furloughs and he intends
to make it a permanent regulation Hods foot is doing well he has not been out of the
tent yet since he cutit The rest of the Boys from our Town are well Herbner thinks
his wife is an angel now since he has heard she has got a Boy Well it is getting late
and | must bring my letter to a close so good night

Your affectionate Husband
Geo. W Newcomb

To Ellen Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)






Brooks Station VA
May 7th 1863

Friend Ell

by the request of George | will write a few lines to you he has been
through one of the almightes fights that was ever hird of and has come out all
right | wish | could say so by all of the rest of the Boys but | cannot thare is a
great meny missing thare is so meny | will not attempt to name them and | think
the most of them are prisoners woonded men are coming in by the hundred
Well Ell I will not attempt to discribe eny thing a bout the fight for | do not no how
it stands yet Our Corps has fell back to thare old Camp | have not seen
Goerge yet he sent by George Bailey to have me write a few lines and let you
no he was all right the Regt is under Marching orders Some think they are
going to Washington | do not no how that is tell Adaline | am all right my foot
is doing well how long | shall stay here is more then | can tell thare is 30
missing in our Co thare names | will not mention at present for | think the most
of them are safe

Respect. yours H Howlett

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)
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Deanr llife

[ necicved a felien [rom you Zast rulg/zi and was gZad 2o hean r’QLom
you [y health is goud Lud |( ,l.,flal neanly wonn oul wWetl ¢LL il scems
goud Lo el Lack Lo ourn old camp again where (| can send Lellers home
and necieve them Jun Lrigade wenl in advance when we Loft hera and
was in conp al f‘\'e.f.é’y.é IZO/M[ on the R/La[za.ﬁan.n.oa& Ivern aloul Jf/Lj/LIf‘L
miles frow herne ncanly two weels ( lad no clance Zo send a: Lellen

o, hene e chvssed Phe clves the 28Lh of /l/m.il aloul dark ‘lua
Regl and the 73 Pa Regl in f2al Loals and were senil oul as shinmishens
unlil the Pontoon fnridges wene Laid and quile a force had crossed when
we aeliunned on this side al two o0’clock in the I.'ZOIZ_RJ'J‘L? Recrossed again
al six o0’cloch and laid on ithe other side uniil six o’clock the necl
monning and then stanled down the rnivern Lowands tredrickhslung cnossed
tha Rapidan River al two o’clock where we rnesled fon a couple of houns
when we again shouldened oun knapsacks and manched unitil o o’cloch
in the moanign wilthin aloul eigjzf_ miles of Fredaicksbung where we
lay quiel unlill wboul 4 o'clock in the aflernoon when we had sone
shiamishing and sone cannonading Afler dant all was quiel again,
Nothing distunbed s again until afoul five o0’cloct in the a,!ia/moon
g/ the next day lhen the enemy (Zhrown) a heavy force againsi Carl
chunz Division which was on the right of us 7%1_‘&.@25; aouling him in
Less than a hall an hourn Ais men came aunning haough ns Lite so maeny
frighlened sheep Jun DLrivyada was formed in fine of fLallel as well as
could Le in whal lillle line there was When the nels came poaring into
vs closed in mass and ranching in solid colunn We slood ourn ground as
well as we could vnlil they tlanked us and /wu/zed a cross Jire inlo us
Then tel me Zell you lhere was sone fall shidadling grape shol and
cannislen flew amongsl us Like hail siones The old .éo&ﬁz/zd in oun
Brigade who werne in tha Dull Run [ighl said they never saw the shol
fLly so thick as it did Zhere for a shonl tine Jur vallery Lost Zwo
guns the honrses Leing hilled Zthey could nol gel them off You can judye
Lon younself how Zhick the shol flaw Our Regl was nol ¢rgaged over

20 minules and Losi over 200 men oul of alillle overn 400 Afoul Zen
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lines Lul failed (L was a grand sighl in the evening le had 60 peices
of antilery playing on them al one line Sunday morning we were ploced
on the le/l and ‘aid .in nifle /ulid cluzuing thal Jag and nichit and until’?
neanly night the nect day Leforne wa were neleived carl: the nex? moaning
we necrosded e Niver and reached oun old camp here next day al

[ 0’clock a worn vul sel of men lThere was a weeh thatl [ did nol have
ny cantridge box off which was quile heavy having 60 rounds in il [
Losl my lnapsack and all ny clothes excenl whal (| had on my fach ([ lave
nol secn anny papers yel and | do nol know ful oun folls called il a.
viclony Bul vs s0dicns all think we gol the wonsl of il ( think the
nebs £osl a good ran (?)wonlfornces werne (fighting) the most men foa
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Camp a'/o/m lianly nean 5&//’0/21[ Counld Houvse Va /’."azlL (021 (663

Paivaie
Lean Wife [ Ziouchi [ would wiile a few none Lines Lo you elt
&Ll L up goad cournage and nol woarry aloul me [ wil? Tay and Zook
oul and nol 2ol the rebs gel hold of ne Wetl [ have Leen Zhrough one
,Z.L'n/llf Lut (| have no desire to go 4n 2o anolther ( did think (| would
2ile 2o go inlo one 1o dee how il wenl Bul ( hava Leen in and seen lha
Eliphant and had aather fe excused from panlicipaling in anolthen Well
ypou wanled lo know how nany o/l then hiefeorns wos mine well Jfﬁag wene nol
divided therne was nine in alt and Aa.&/.’ o)Z them belonged 1o ma {
have one yeanling /Lie/;‘e/:, on al Leasl [ had a call Last MZ when | Ze,é'i
[ dont wanl you Lo lel any mone money go wilhoul a nole Lor il Lud

who is penfeclly good for il Never mind thal you Lol falher have say
nothing aloul iz feeep on the righl side of /ulmjl you can A4 Soon as

[ gel my pay and ( think thal will Le soon ( will send il Lo you and

i) he wanils il and will give anole Ffor it and whal you Lol him hava
before Lol him have il and not withoul lfou can gal some ona wnile the
nole payalle 2o me on bearen and il witl? do as well as f/wugﬁ. { wrole
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dae} Weil | must stop for | quess il will Lothen you 2o nead whal ( have
wrole for [ have no ink and my pencil is a poon thing Waila as soon

as you can and | wil?l as oflen as [ can when we are on a maach we have
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Yourn affe: tionale Husland

9&0 W, Newecomh

To ¢llen Neowcomh
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Camp near Stafford Court House Va
May 15th 1863

Dear Wife

It is with pleasure that | again undertake to write a few lines to you to let
you know that | am still amongst the living my health is still good and | enjoy
myself as well as could be expected It makes one feel lonesome to look at our
little company We report eleven men now for duty out of eighty that left
Jamestown less than eight months ago Our Regt left Jamestown nine hundred
and 27 now it will not muster 200 effective men QOur ambulances have
returned from the other side of the River They brought back a number of our
wounded Col Jones has just came to the Regt He'is wounded in the hip The
rebs paroled our wounded S. B. Elisworth orderly seargent in our Company
who was reported killed was brought to our Hospital to day He is badly '
wounded through the hips Lieut Chapman is also here he is wounded in two
places Back and thigh severly in the former but probly will recover B Merril and
Adam Herbner were killed D Jones H Randall and Horace Robinson were
known to be taken Prisoners | have not heard a word from Chet Strickland or H
Inman But | think they were taken You can tell Mrs Strickland that | think Chet
was taken Prisoner and that | saw him some distance from the field of Battle all
sound | think he must have strayed within the enemys lines  The wether is
cooler here to day Evry thing is quiet and lovely again The Boys have nothing
to do only a little picket duty We no guard around camp now or roll call we can
go to bed when we are a mind to and do the same about getting up | am getting
somewhat lazy about early rising for the Sun gets a good deal the start of me of
late |am living little above army fare now My bunk mate and | bought us a
ham and some Potatoes and we draw Soft Bread so we stand fair to get some of
the Hard Tacks out of us Erve Johnson has got back to his Regt again | have
not seen him yet | sent you ten Dollars by Express with some others Directed to
Orrin Clark to Distribute you can get by calling on him | sent it yesterday |
sent my check and five Dollars in letters before knew there was any chance to
Express any through Write and let me know as soon as you get it Write how
Philands folks are getting along for | have not heard from them in a long time |
have not had anny letters in a long time from Dayton except one from you You
need not wait for a letter from me before you write for sometimes it happens so |
cant write in a long time Write soon

Your Husband

G W Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Civil War Letters of George V. Newcoub

Private, Co. K, 154th N.Y.S.I.V.

Camp near Stafford Court
House Va May 15th 1E&63

Dear Wife

It is with pleasure that 1 again undertake to write a few
lines to you To let you know that I am still amongst the
living my health is still good and I enjoy myself as well as
could be expected It makes one feel lonesome to look at our
little company We report eleven men now for duty out of eighty
that left Jamestown less than eight months ago Cur Regt left
Jamestown nine hundred and 27 now it will not muster 200
effective men Cur ambulances have returned from the other
side of the Hiver They brought back a number of our wounded
Col Jones has just came to the Regt He is wounded in the hip
The rebs paroled our wounded S.B. Ellsworth orderly seargent
in our Company who was reported killed was brought to our
Hospital to day He 1is badly wounded through the hips Lieut
Chapman is also here he 1is wounded in two places Back and
thigh severly in the former but probly will recover B HMerril
and Adam Herblner were killed D Jones H Randall and Horace
Rolbisen (?) were known to be taken Prisoners 1 have not
heard a word from Zhet Strickland or H Inman But I think they
were taken You can tell Mrs Strickland that I think Chet was
taken Prisoner and that I saw him some distance from the field
of Battle all sound 1 think he must have strayed within the
enemys lines The wether 1is cooler here to day Evry thing is
guiet and lovely again The Boys have nothing to do only a
little picket duty We no guard around cawmp now or rolil call
we can go to bed when we are 2 mind to and do the same about
getting up I am getting somewhat lazy about early rising for
the Sun gets a good deal the start of me of late I am living
little above army fare now My bunk mate and I bought us a ham
and some Fotatoes and we draw Soft Bread so we stand fair to
get some of the Hard Tacks out of us Erve Johnson has got back
to his Regt again I have not seen hime yet I sent you ten
Dollars by Express with some others Directed to Crrin Clark to
Distribute you can get by calling on him I sent it yesterday
I sent my check and five Dollars in letters before I knew there
was any chance to Express any through Write and let me know as
soon as you get it Write how Philands folks are getting along
for I have not heard from them in a long time I have not had
anny letters in a long time from Dayton except one from you
You need not w3it for a letter from me before you write for
sometimes it happens so I cant write in a long time Write soon

Your Husband G W Newcom



Monday May 18th 1863

Well Dear Wife

as | did not send my letter out last night | thought | would write you a few
lines more | want you to pay Philand four Dollars and fifty cts Being the amount
| collected for him of the Boys that were owing him - | meant to have written to
you about it before but forgot to do so Erve is here to day he looks tough and
rugged Well Ell | have been lousy for the first time since | have been in the
army since | came back from the other side of the River | found quite a number
fat greasy Sleek looking chaps on me It looked like a pity to kill such noble
looking fellows But | mustered up courage and after a considerable exertion |
succeeded in laying them out with a good sized club | should judge by the
amount of eggs or knits rather that they had deposited on my shirt that they had
some good times and had been verry busy the short time they staid with me
Boiling hot water will soon use them up and | think | have them subdued now
‘The wether is somewhat cooler here to day Quite a number of our Boys are
sick with the fever But none of them are considered dangerous Evry thing is
quiet along the lines at present Our wounded Boys the most of them are getting
along first rate Well no more this time | still remain your affectionate Husband

George W Newcomb

Ellen Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Monday May 18th 1863
Well Dear Wife

as I did not send my letter out last night I thought
I would write you a few lines more I want you to pay
Philand four Dollars and fifty cts Being the amount I
collected for him of the Boys that were owing him
I meant to have written to you about it before but
forgot to do so ELrve 1is here to day he looks tough
and rugged Wwell E11 I have been lousy for the first time
since I have been in thie army since I came back from the
other side of the River I found quite a number fat greasy
Sleek looking chaps on me It looked 1like a pity to kill
such noble looking fellows But I mustered up courage and
after a considerable exertion I succeeded in laying them
out with good sized club I should judge by the aanount of
eggs or kurts (?) rather that they had deposited on my
shirt that they had some good times and had been verry
busy the short time they staid with me Boiling hot water
will soon use them up and I think I have them subdued now
The wether 1s somewhat cooler here to day Quite a numser
of our Boys are sick with the fever But none of them are
considered dangerous Evry thing 1s qulet along the lines
at present Cur wounded Boys the most of them are getting
along first rate Well no more this time
I still remain your affectionate Husband

George W Newcoab

Ellen Newcomb



Camp John Manly near Stafford Court House Va
Thursday night May 21st 1863

Dear Wife

| received your letter night before last and was glad to hear from you My
health is still good The wether is still verry warm here to much so for comfort
There is a few cases of fever in the Regt none however are considered
dangerous Otherwise the health of the Regt is good We have heard from a
number of our Boys They have been paroled and are in camp at Anapolis
Maryland waiting to be exchanged | do not hear anny thing about Alva Merril
he is not with the rest No one can give anny trace of him T. S. Shannon or
Bornt Shelmadine Daniel Gardiner from Conewango of our company was
wounded in the arm and was taken Prisoner and marched as far as Guinea
Station where he died He was a noble fellow a good soldier and our Company
deeply feels his loss Well Ell | would like to have you send me some paper in
your letters You can do so by sending a little at a time | cannot get anny here
that is good for anny thing it is half sand Write and let me know if the money
that | sent you came through safe or not All remains quiet here and the
prospects are fair for us to remain here for some time yet The water is first rate
here We get our water from a spring that comes out of a bank and furnishes
water for a number of Regts Well Ell it is bedtime and | will lay aside my writing
untill to morrow when | will try and finish my letter Friday May 22ond Well we
are having another awful hot day which makes a fellow lather in the crotch that is
if he exerts himself much But that thing | do not do | have not had anny thing
to do to day but draw the rations for the company and deal them out | went
down to a creek close by and had a swim The rest of the time | have laid in the
shade and read newspapers Well there is no news to write You must keep up
good courage and not worry about me Take good care of of your self and Boy
Write as often as convenient write all the news no more this time | will write

again soon

Your affectionate Husband
G. W. Newcomb

To Ellen Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)



Centerville Fairfax Co Va June 16th 1863

Dear Wife

It is with pleasure that | undertake to write a few lines to you to let you
know where | am and what is going on We have been on the march for the last
four days It has been the hardest march | have had since | have been in the
army We left Stafford Court House Friday noon and marched to Harwood
Church the distance of ten miles where we encamped for the night Started the
next morning at daylight and encamped for the night at Catletts Station on the
Orange and Alexandria Rail Road a march of 21 miles The day was verry warm
and a good many fell down in the ranks from exhaustion We suffered a good
deal for the want of water The streams being dried up and there being but a
few wells on the road it was impossible to get water enough to quench our thirst
Left Catletts Station at nine o clock and marched to Bristoe Station where we
halted two hours for dinner camped for night on the first Bull Run battle field
made fifteen miles that day Dug out early in the morning came onto this place
distant four miles where we are trying to get a little rest | blistered the bottom of
my feet badly which made it rather tough buisness to march | stood the heat
much better than | expected as | stripped of all my clothes but my shirt and pants
I am all right to day except | am a little sore Where we shall go to from here |
cannot tell But expect to go towards Washington The rebs are making a
demonstration in the direction of Maryland and we have to make our moves
accordingly Well Ell a part of our Regt got there pay the day we left But before
they got to our Company we had to pack up our duds and march = we will probly
get it before long It is verry dry here the grass is withering up There has not
been anny rain here since | came back The roads are verry dusty and the dust
nearly suffocates the men while on the march. | am the only one from our Town
with the company out of eighteen that came from our Town with it Having out
winded all of the rest We stack 14 guns now in our Company seven non
commissioned officers and seven privates Well Ell | am out in an open field
sitting in the shade of my tent flat on my ass Which begins to ache so | will bring
my letter to a close | will write again the first oppertunity and keep you informed
as to my whereabouts write as often as convenient Good Bye

Your affectionate Husband
George W Newcomb

To Ellen Newcomb

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)
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(n. .t doted on bnown

Dear Ellen T could enjoy (Camp life verry well if it wernt for being
seperated from you But dear wife be of good cheer for I shall be with
you again For life has no joys for me unless I can enjoy those blessings
with you Dear wife do fear for me I shall come out all right I want

you to send me some clean postage stamps 8 or 10 and send me three
Dollars if you can T have loaned to Philand all T had to buy him a

sword you can send it in a letter put on two Envelopes Kiss the baby

for me burn this up as soon as you read it dont let anny one see it

your affectionate husband George (W N)



Dayton New York
Sept. 22d 1866

Mrs Ellen Newcomb

| send you the pension certif of your son. | also send you a Blank to be
filled up & properly executed before some Justice of the Peace Go before some
careful men who will not make mistakes & have it filled up properly & take two
Witnesses with you.

Also execute the enclosed oath of Allegiance. Then send or carry it to the
County Clerk of your County & have him attach a certif to it the Blank for which is
on the paper | send you, & then return it to me & | will collect it. Also return oath
of allegiance. But you can keep the Pension Certificate.

All well & am

In Haste

Truly Yours

Norman M Allen

(Mark H. Dunkelman collection)
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